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ACTIVITIES: Safe burning of on-farm waste 

Purpose 

To ensure on-farm waste requiring burning is conducted in a safe manner to minimise the risk of 

injury to the worker. 

 

Hazard Analysis 
 
HAZARDS     RISK CONTROL MEASURES 
 
➢ Burning of unsuitable waste   Burn organic waste such as dry branches, or paper/cardboard waste 

if recycling or re-use is not possible. Mulching or recycling are the 
preferred options and must be considered before burning. 
Do not burn inorganic, liquid or hazardous waste such as tyres,  
plastic, oil. 

 
➢ Burning in high fire risk conditions  Check weather conditions for the day and a few days afterwards.  

Don’t burn in High Fire Danger or in the Fire Danger Season without 
a permit.  
If in doubt, check with local country fire authority/service. 

 
➢ Use of inappropriate accelerant  Wear appropriate PPE. Do not use petrol as an accelerant.  

Use firelighters wherever possible.  
If diesel is necessary, use only under strict supervision. 

 
➢ Burning without an extinguisher  Ensure adequate access to water supply.  

Do not burn in remote areas without a water or spray cart filled with 
an adequate water supply to extinguish and control fire if needed. 

 
➢ Burning large quantities   Burn manageable quantities of waste.  

Split into smaller lots if necessary. 
 

➢ Burning alone    Don’t burn alone. Ensure there are enough people to monitor, 
contain and extinguish the burn safely and effectively.  
Carry a mobile phone or UHB. 

 
➢ Burning without a fire break   Establish a fire break with no less than 3M cleared of all flammable 

material. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



    Southern Cross Farms  Page 2 of 5 
  

Approved by: Nicole Zerveas SOP-ACTIVITIES Safe burning of on-farm waste Version1 23/11/2021 

ACTIVITIES: Safe burning of on-farm waste 
 

Wear this PPE (or equivalent) before burning 

 

 

 



    Southern Cross Farms  Page 3 of 5 
  

Approved by: Nicole Zerveas SOP-ACTIVITIES Safe burning of on-farm waste Version1 23/11/2021 

 

ACTIVITIES: Safe burning of on-farm waste 

 

Certificates, licences, or training required to burn waste 
➢ Burning permit may be required depending on what state you are in,  

see ‘Additional information regarding fire permits’ on page 4. 
➢ Manager/supervisor instruction. 

 

Procedure   
➢ STOP and re-assess; Have you have considered recycling or re-use options 

before burning? Only burn if recycling or re-using is not possible. 
➢ Ensure weather conditions have been checked for the day of the burn and the 

following couple of days. 
➢ Obtain a permit if necessary, and follow the guidelines or conditions stated on 

the permit. See ‘Additional information regarding fire permits’ on page 4. 
➢ Establish a fire break of at least 3 metres around the burn site. Ensure flammable 

materials are kept well away. 
➢ Wear appropriate PPE before undertaking any burning activities. If you don’t 

have the appropriate PPE available, ask your manager/supervisor to provide. 
➢ Ensure you are not burning alone. If necessary, wait for a manager, supervisor, 

co-worker or the country fire authority/service members to be present. Carry a 
mobile phone or UHB. 

➢ Ensure you have adequate water supply to control and extinguish the fire, i.e., 
shed hose or spray cart filled with water and hose attachment.  

➢ Place firelighters under the waste pile and light. If continuously going out, 
conditions may be too windy - STOP and re-assess; You may need to wait for 
suitable conditions. 

➢ If firelighters are not appropriate for the task and diesel must be used as an 
accelerate, ensure you have adequate instruction and supervision before use. 

➢ Do not use petrol as an accelerant or a mix of petrol and diesel, as spillages or 
incorrect mixtures can cause a fire explosion - STOP and re-assess; You may 
need to abandon this activity and dispose of waste using an alternative method. 

➢ Ensure the fire is fully extinguished before leaving the site. If extinguished, a fire 
burn site should not radiate heat or be smoking. Monitor the fire burn site 
throughout the day to ensure it is extinguished properly or further extinguishing 
may be required. 

➢ First Aid information for burns, see page 5.  
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Additional information regarding fire permits 

Victoria 

https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/fire-permits/fire-permits 

 

South Australia 

https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/bans-and-ratings/permits/ 

 

 

NSW 
 

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/know-your-risk/Bush-fire-hazards-and-

your-property/fire-permits 

 

Fire permits and the Bush Fire Danger Period 

The statutory Bush Fire Danger Period runs from 1 October to 31 March, however these dates may vary due 

to local conditions. If you are planning to light a fire in the open during this time, you will need a Fire Permit. 

Click here to find out if a Fire Permit is required in your area. 

Depending on the type of fire, a permit may be required all year round or only during the Bush Fire Danger 

Period. For example, a fire permit is required at all times if a fire is likely to be dangerous to a building. 

https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/fire-permits/fire-permits
https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/bans-and-ratings/permits/
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/know-your-risk/Bush-fire-hazards-and-your-property/fire-permits
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/know-your-risk/Bush-fire-hazards-and-your-property/fire-permits
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/fire-information/BFDP#FirePermitID1
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